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DAY 1
8:00 am - 10:00 am Registration and Breakfast   Garden Terrace

10:00 am - 11:00 am PLENARY     Grand Ballroom
   Welcome & Address       
   Hon. Kathie E. Davidson, Dean, New York State Judicial Institute

   Remarks
   Hon. Rowan D. Wilson, Chief Judge of the State of New York
   Hon. Joseph A. Zayas, Chief Administrative Judge of the State of New York
   Hon. Norman St. George, First Deputy Chief Administrative Judge of the State of New York

11:00 am - 11:30 PLENARY     Grand Ballroom
   Reconnect with Leadership and Colleagues

11:30 am - 1:00 pm PLENARY     Grand Ballroom 
	 	 	 Panel	Discussion	-	Why	Public	Trust	and	Confidence	
   in the Courts Matter
   The willingness of litigants to abide by court rulings and the ability of state courts to fulfill  
   their mission and perform their functions depends largely on the trust and confidence   
   ordinary citizens place in the court system. Here, our panel will explore several thought- 
   provoking topics, including national data on trust and confidence in state courts, what steps  
   can be taken to enhance public trust and confidence in New York State courts, what factors  
   traditionally erode trust and confidence in the courts (and how to counter them), and does  
   faith in the courts affect how judges are perceived by the public.
   Leroy Frazer, Esq. (Moderator)
   Hon. Tamiko Amaker, Hon. Stan Pritzker, Hon. Verna Saunders, Jesse Rutledge

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm Lunch      Garden Terrace

2:00 pm - 2:50 pm PLENARY     Grand Ballroom 
   Remarks from the DCAJs     
   Hon. Edwina G. Richardson-Mendelson, DCAJ for Justice Inititatives 
             Hon. Deborah Kaplan, DCAJ for Courts Inside New York City
   Hon. James P. Murphy, DCAJ for Courts outside of New York City
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DAY 1
2:50 pm - 3:45 pm PLENARY     Grand Ballroom 
   Panel Discussion - Harnessing Technology’s Potential 
   to Meet the Changing Needs of  the Judiciary and the Public
   The Court Modernization Action Committee ("CMAC") is a blue ribbon commission  
   established by court leadership to help direct and oversee the modernization of court  
   practices and protocols, including addressing the many lessons learned during the pandemic. 
   The panelists will provide an overview of the CMAC's work and discuss how the court  
   system's significant technology upgrade will enhance how State courts deliver justice. 
   Hon. Craig Doran, Hon. Craig Hannah, Scott Reents, Esq., Christine Sisario  

4:00 pm - 5:00 pm BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

   CIVIL      Grand Ballroom
   Panel Discussion - A Review of  Recent Court of  Appeals 
   Civil Decisions
   Our distinguished panel will discuss several recent Court of Appeals decisions that provide  
   some guidance and yet leave open future questions, drawn from diverse types of civil matters.  
   The Honorable Rowan D. Wilson, Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals, will moderate this  
   panel of seasoned attorneys.
   Chief Judge Rowan D. Wilson (Moderator)
   Maria Ginzburg, Esq., Sandra Grannum, Esq., Brian Shoot, Esq. 

   CRIMINAL     Tarrytown Ballroom 
   Hot Topics in Search and Seizure: Race, Search Warrants
   and a New Model for DeBour
   This session, will provide judges with a forum to discuss recent decisions by  
   NY courts (and beyond) that impact how 4th Amendment issues are being  
   reviewed and analyzed.
   Hon. Barry Kamins (Ret.)

6:00 pm - 7:15 pm Dinner Reception with Chief  Judge Wilson  Grand Ballroom
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DAY 2
8:00 am - 9:30 am  Breakfast     Garden Terrace

9:30 am - 11:00 am BREAKOUT SESSIONS
 

   FAMILY     Westchester Ballroom B
   Juvenile Justice Matters and the Impact of  Education Advocacy
   This session will provide practical tools for effectively conducting trials in juvenile  
   justice hearings.  Through simulations, it will also explore the importance of conducting  
   a trauma-informed, youth-friendly hearing, and address the impact of education and  
   related advocacy.
   Hon. Peter Passidomo, Hon. Ronald Richter (Ret.), Judith Gerber, Esq.,
   Theresa Lorenzo, Esq., Dawn Yuster, Esq. 

   MATRIMONIAL    Westchester Ballroom A
   The Interrelation Between Mental Illness and Custody Determinations
   In this session, psychiatrists will explain some common diagnoses and engage  
   with judges in a discussion about the “best interest” analysis in these instances.
   Hon. Jeffrey Goodstein, Hon. Cheryl Joseph,
   Dr. Pascale Chrisphonte, Dr. Laika Simeon-Thompson

   CIVIL      Grand Ballroom
   Working Through Summary Jury Trials
   This session will provide tools for judges to effectively manage the issues that arise during  
   Summary Jury Trials (“SJT”). Through scenarios that show common SJT issues in a court  
   setting, judges will develop and hone their skills in supervising the conduct of SJTs,  
   regulating the conduct of parties in the adversarial process, and making confident, law-based 
   evidentiary rulings.
   Hon. Shahabuddeen Ally, Hon. Sharon Gianelli, Hon. Matthew Parker-Raso,
   Hon. Joseph Pastoressa, Hon. Dweynie Paul, Hon. Thomas Whelan   

   CRIMINAL     Tarrytown Ballroom
   Getting to Verdict: Addressing Common Issues in Jury Selection  
   and Deliberation 
   In this session, judges will analyze simulations related to the conduct of jurors  
   to identify and resolve issues that that may present a challenge to the integrity  
   of a jury’s verdict.
   Hon. Susan Eagan, Hon. Thomas Farber (Ret.), Hon. Kathleen Hogan,
   Hon. Jill Konviser, Hon. Dineen Riviezzo
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DAY 2
   SURROGATE    Sleepy Hollow
   Experts and their Opinions in Surrogate's Court
   This session will examine recent cases, basic principles, and frequently arising issues  
   concerning experts, their opinions, and cross examination of experts.
   Hon. Stephen Cass, Hon. Peter Kelly, Hon. Brandon Sall, and Eric Penzer, Esq.

   LANDLORD & TENANT   Dutchess
   The ABCs of  Trial Management and Preparation
   This session will provide judges tools to effectively navigate the trial management and  
   preparation issues that arise during landlord-tenant trials. Through simulations that  
   show common pre-trial and trial issues in a court setting, judges will develop and hone  
   their skills in supervising the conduct of bench and jury trials and regulating the conduct  
   of parties in the adversarial process.
   Hon. Maija Dixon, Hon. William Hohauser, Hon. Remy Smith, Hon. Jack Stoller

11:15 am - 12:45 pm BREAKOUT SESSIONS   

   FAMILY     Westchester Ballroom B
   Juvenile Justice Matters and the Impact of  Education Advocacy Continued
   Hon. Peter Passidomo, Hon. Ronald Richter (Ret.), Judith Gerber, Esq.,
   Theresa Lorenzo, Esq., Dawn Yuster, Esq. 

   MATRIMONIAL    Westchester Ballroom A
   Evidence in Matrimonial Trials
   This session will provide an opportunity for judges  
   to improve their evidentiary decision-making skills. 
   Hon. LaTia Martin, Hon. Jeffrey Sunshine, Steven Gassman, Esq.

   CIVIL      Grand Ballroom
   Working Through Summary Jury Trials Continued
   Hon. Shahabuddeen Ally, Hon. Sharon Gianelli, Hon. Matthew Parker-Raso,
   Hon. Joseph Pastoressa, Hon. Dweynie Paul, Hon. Thomas Whelan

   CRIMINAL     Tarrytown Ballroom
   Getting to Verdict: Addressing Common Issues in Jury Selction  
   and Deliberation Continued
   Hon. Susan Eagan, Hon. Thomas Farber (Ret.), Hon. Kathleen Hogan,
   Hon. Jill Konviser, Hon. Dineen Riviezzo
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DAY 2
   SURROGATE    Sleepy Hollow
   CPLR 4519 - The Dead Person's Statute
   Pursuant to the Dead Person's Statute (CPLR 4519), an interested party to an action is  
   precluded from testifying as to communications or transactions concerning an adversary's  
   decedent. This session will provide an analytical framework for working through evidentiary 
   issues involving CPLR 4519. 
   Jessica Baquet, Esq., Eric Penzer, Esq.

   LANDLORD & TENANT   Dutchess
   The ABCs of  Trial Management and Preparation Continued
   Hon. Maija Dixon, Hon. William Hohauser, Hon. Remy Smith, Hon. Jack Stoller

12:45 pm - 1:45 pm Lunch      Garden Terrace

2:00 pm - 3:30 pm BREAKOUT SESSIONS
 

   FAMILY     Westchester Ballroom B
   Trauma Informed Solution Focused Judicial Practice:   
   Court Oversight in Supervision and Removals
   Judges who hear abuse and neglect proceedings often need to engage parties in the  
   process, make thorough inquiry, and deliver decisions from the bench. Taking a Trauma  
   Informed and Solution Focused approach often allows for parties to participate more fully  
   in the process. Trauma Informed Care is an organizational model and a cultural shift wherein 
   professionals working with children, youth and families involved in child welfare and family  
   court systems understand the impact of trauma on child development, family preservation  
   and permanency to learn how to minimize the effects without causing additional trauma  
   through the process. After this session, judges will have a better grasp of Trauma Informed  
   Care and how this model can help them in their daily work.
   Hon. Erin DeLabio, Jill Baszczynski, Aimee L. Neri, LMSW

   CIVIL/MATRIMONIAL   Grand Ballroom
   Negotiating Tactics in Mediation 
   The speakers will discuss tactics used in mediation negotiation and present tips  
   for mediating settlements between insurers and counsel.
   Hon. George Silver (Ret.)

   CRIMINAL     Tarrytown Ballroom
   Bail Update: What Changed in May?
   Judges will review the amendments to New York’s bail laws passed  
   as part of the 2023-2024 budget.
   Hon. Dan Conviser                  
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DAY 2
   SURROGATE    Sleepy Hollow
   Modern Trends in Technology in Surrogate's Court Practice 
   This session will provide an overview of how artificial intelligence, cryptocurrency,  
   digital assets, Non-Fungible Tokens ("NFTs"), and other innovations in technology are  
   impacting estate administration and Surrogate's Court practice. 
    Angelo Grasso, Esq. 

   LANDLORD & TENANT   Dutchess
   Guardians Ad Litem:  A Primer and Practical Tools 
   for Landlord-Tenant Judges 
   This session will promote awareness of the legal requirement of judges to appoint a  
   Guardian Ad Litem ("GAL") when presented with impaired litigants who are unable to  
   prosecute or defend their rights. The speakers will discuss the appointment process,  
   post-appointment CPLR requirements, and challenges presented when an impaired  
   litigant appears in court and a GAL is not appointed.     
   Hon. Maija Dixon, Hon. Krzysztof Lach, Denise Colón, Esq., MSW

3:45 pm - 5:00 pm BREAKOUT SESSIONS  

   FAMILY/MATRIMONIAL   Westchester Ballroom
   In Camera Interviews in Custody/Visitation Proceedings
   Utilizing an in-camera demonstration and debriefing, this session is aimed at  
   engaging judges in an assessment of the effectiveness of questions and techniques  
   designed to gather relevant information when interviewing children.
   Hon. Ellen Gesmer, Hon. Jeffrey S. Sunshine, Hon. Ellen Greenberg,
   Goetz L. Vilsaint Esq., Tammi D. Pere,  Zenith Taylor, Lee Rosenberg

   CIVIL      Grand Ballroom D
   Recent Developments in the Consumer Credit Fairness Act 
   The Consumer Credit Fairness Act ("Act"), enacted in November 2021, contains a series  
   of amendments to the CPLR that significantly impact debt collection lawsuits filed in  
   New York state courts by creditors and third-party debt collectors. This session will  
   examine recent legal devlopments concerning the Act.
   Hon. Dweynie Paul, Hon. Francine Vero

   SUPREME CIVIL    Grand Ballroom E
   Settlement in Medical Malpractice Cases
   This session will examine strategies and tips for negotiating resolutions and fostering  
   settlement in medical malpractice cases. 
   Hon. George J. Silver (Ret.), Hon. Genine D. Edwards, Hon. Alexandra Murphy,
   Charles L. Bach, Jr., Ben Rubinowitz, Esq.    
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   CRIMINAL      Tarrytown Ballroom
   Digital Data
   This presentation will outline the issues and relevant case law concerning search  
   warrants for devices such as computers or cell phones and the electronic information  
   that may be stored within these devices.
   Hon. Dan Conviser

   SURROGATE    Sleepy Hollow
   A Primer on Trusts
   This session will provide an overview of New York Trust Law. The speaker will discuss trust  
   categories, requisites, and creation, alienation and creditors’ rights, Spendthrift and Discre- 
   tionary Trusts, trust modification and termination, Trust Decanting, and trustee duties.
   Prof. Stewart Sterk

   LANDLORD & TENANT   Dutchess 
   Recent Developments in Landlord-Tenant Law
   This session will examine recent decisions and legislative changes impacting substantive and  
   procedural issues in landlord-tenant cases, including recent developments in ERAP and  
   changes to the General Business Law regarding process server records.
   Hon. Karen M. Bacdayan, Hon. Tracy Ferdinand, Rashondra Martin, Esq.

5:30 pm - 7:00 pm Dinner      Grand Ballroom

DAY 2
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DAY 3
8:00 am - 9:00 am  Breakfast       Garden Terrace

 
9:00 am - 11:00 am PLENARY     Grand Ballroom 
   Mandatory Implicit Bias Training
   This interactive training is designed to provide judges tailored strategies to promote  
   goals of fairness and respect and to prevent bias in decision-making and interactions.
   Prof. Rachel Godsil 

11:15 am - 12:45 pm BREAKOUT SESSIONS   

   FAMILY/MATRIMONIAL/CIVIL/CRIMINAL Grand Ballroom
   Where the Law Intersects:  Addressing Issues that Touch
   the Family, Matrimonial, Criminal and Civil Courts
   This interactive session will address procedural and substantive issues, including  
   orders of protection, that may originate in one court, but impact other courts.
   Hon. Shahabuddeen Ally, Hon. Betty Calvo-Torres

   SUPREME CIVIL/SURROGATE  Tarrytown Ballroom
   How to Settle a Personal Injury Case When the Plaintiff  is a Minor, 
   is Disabled, is Incapacitated, or is Deceased
   This session will examine several topics, including infant compromise orders,  provisions  
   for when the plaintiff will or will not have capacity at majority, the use and powers of  
   Guardians Ad Litem, and the advantages and disadvantages of having the guardian  
   appointed in Supreme Court (MHL Article 81) as compared to Surrogate’s Court  
   (SCPA 17 or 17-A).
   Hon. Debra Silber (Moderator)
   Hon. Bernice Siegal, Hon. Rita Mella, Ellyn Kravitz, Esq.,  Joan Lensky Robert, Esq.

12:45 pm - 2:00 pm Lunch        Garden Terrace

2:00 pm - 3:30 pm PLENARY     Grand Ballroom 
   Improving Judicial Responses to People with Mental Illness 
   This session will provide judges tools for recognizing the signs of possible mental illness  
   among individuals in the courtroom and responding sensitively and productively. Judges  
   will learn how to create safe spaces for people with mental illness and consider the ways a  
   person’s history and current living situation may impact their ability to comply with court  
   orders.
   Hon. Toko Serita (moderator)
   Hon. Ralph Eannace, Hon. Steven Leifman, Dr. Karinn Glover
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DAY 3
3:45 pm - 5:00 pm PLENARY     Grand Ballroom
   Self-Care on the Bench
   Studies show that over sixty percent of judges have at least one symptom of secondary or  
   vicarious trauma. This training on components of self-care will allow judges to manage the  
   emotions and psychological impact of working with individuals who have experienced  
   trauma. This training will also teach judges vicarious resiliency skills and preventive and  
   responsive self-care strategies.
   Suzanne K. Shafer, MA (moderator)
   Hon. Edwina G. Richardson-Mendelson, Hon. Tamra Walker, 
   Daniel T. Lukasik, Esq., Aimee L. Neri, LMSW



Hon. Rowan D. Wilson
Chief Judge of the State of New York

Hon. Joseph A. Zayas
Chief Administrative Judge of the State of New York

Hon. Kathie E. Davidson
Dean of the New York State Judicial Institute

AGENDA

Week 2
July 11 - 13, 2023

Westchester Marriott  |  670 White Plains Road  |  Tarrytown, New York 10591

Hon. Norman St. George
First Deputy Chief Administrative Judge of the State of New York

Enhancing Public Trust and Confidence  
in the Judiciary through Education
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DAY 1
8:00 am - 10:00 am Registration and Breakfast   Garden Terrace

10:00 am - 10:45am PLENARY     Grand Ballroom
   Welcome & Address       
   Hon. Kathie E. Davidson, Dean, New York State Judicial Institute

   Remarks
   Hon. Rowan D. Wilson, Chief Judge of the State of New York
   Hon. Joseph A. Zayas, Chief Administrative Judge of the State of New York
   Hon. Norman St. George, First Deputy Chief Administrative Judge of the State of New York

10:45 am - 11:15 PLENARY     Grand Ballroom
   Reconnect with Leadership and Colleagues

11:15 am - 12:45 pm PLENARY     Grand Ballroom 
	 	 	 Panel	Discussion	-	Why	Public	Trust	and	Confidence 
   in the Courts Matter
   The willingness of litigants to abide by court rulings and the ability of state courts to fulfill  
   their mission and perform their functions depends largely on the trust and confidence   
   ordinary citizens place in the court system. Here, our panel will explore several thought- 
   provoking topics, including national data on trust and confidence in state courts, what steps  
   can be taken to enhance public trust and confidence in New York State courts, what factors  
   traditionally erode trust and confidence in the courts (and how to counter them), and does  
   faith in the courts affect how judges are perceived by the public.
   Leroy Frazer, Esq. (Moderator)
   Hon. Tamiko Amaker, Hon. Stan Pritzker, Hon. Verna Saunders, Jesse Rutledge

12:45 pm - 2:00 pm Lunch      Garden Terrace

2:00 pm - 2:50 pm PLENARY     Grand Ballroom 
   Remarks from the DCAJs     
   Hon. Edwina G. Richardson-Mendelson, DCAJ for Justice Inititatives 
             Hon. Deborah Kaplan, DCAJ for Courts Inside New York City
   Hon. James P. Murphy, DCAJ for Courts outside of New York City
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DAY 1
2:50 pm - 3:45 pm PLENARY     Grand Ballroom 
   Panel Discussion - Harnessing Technology’s Potential 
   to Meet the Changing Needs of  the Judiciary and the Public
   The Court Modernization Action Committee ("CMAC") is a blue ribbon commission  
   established by court leadership to help direct and oversee the modernization of court  
   practices and protocols, including addressing the many lessons learned during the pandemic. 
   The panelists will provide an overview of the CMAC's work and discuss how the court  
   system's significant technology upgrade will enhance how State courts deliver justice. 
   Hon. Craig Doran, Hon. Patria Frias-Colón, William Silverman, Esq., Christine Sisario 

4:00 pm - 5:00 pm PLENARY     Grand Ballroom
   

   Selected Technology and Research Topics:
   Part 1 - Virtual Appearances: Best Practices and Protocols 
   Hon. Craig Doran, Christine Sisario
                                                                         

   Part 2 - Westlaw, Lexis, and More: Access through the  
	 	 	 Office	of 	Legal	Information
   Sue Ludington

6:00 pm - 7:15 pm Dinner Reception  Grand Ballroom
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DAY 2
7:00 am - 8:00 am Yoga   Westchester Ballroom

7:45 am - 9:00 am  Breakfast     Garden Terrace

9:00 am - 10:15 am BREAKOUT	SESSIONS
 

	 	 	 FAMILY	 	 	 	 	 Westchester Ballroom B
	 	 	 Juvenile	Justice	Matters	and	the	Impact	of 	Education	Advocacy
   This session will provide practical tools for effectively conducting trials in juvenile  
   justice hearings.  Through simulations, it will also explore the importance of conducting  
   a trauma-informed, youth-friendly hearing, and address the impact of education and  
   related advocacy.
   Hon. Peter Passidomo, Melinda Gullo, Esq., Theresa Lorenzo, Esq., Dawn Yuster, Esq.  

	 	 	 MATRIMONIAL	 	 	 	 Westchester Ballroom A
	 	 	 The	Interrelation	Between	Mental	Illness	and	Custody	Determinations
   In this session, psychiatrists will explain some common diagnoses and engage  
   with judges in a discussion about the “best interest” analysis in these instances.
   Hon. Jeffrey Goodstein, Hon. Cheryl Joseph, Dr. Pascale Chrisphonte, Dr. Laika Simeon-Thompson

	 	 	 CIVIL		 	 	 	 	 Grand Ballroom
   Working Through Summary Jury Trials
   This session will provide tools for judges to effectively manage the issues that arise during  
   Summary Jury Trials (“SJT”). Through scenarios that show common SJT issues in a court  
   setting, judges will develop and hone their skills in supervising the conduct of SJTs,  
   regulating the conduct of parties in the adversarial process, and making confident, law-based 
   evidentiary rulings.
    Hon. Lisa A. Cairo, Hon. R. Bruce Cozzens, Hon. Lewis Lubell, Hon. Matthew Parker-Raso, 
   Hon. Dwyenie Paul, Hon. Alan Schiff

	 	 	 CRIMINAL	 	 	 	 	 Tarrytown Ballroom
	 	 	 Getting	to	Verdict:	Addressing	Common	Issues	in	Jury	Selection	 
   and Deliberation 
   In this session, judges will analyze simulations related to the conduct of jurors to identify  
   and resolve issues that that may present a challenge to the integrity of a jury’s verdict.
   Hon. Thomas Farber (Ret.), Hon. Kathleen Hogan, Hon. Dineen Riviezzo

   LANDLORD & TENANT   Dutchess
   The ABCs of  Trial Management and Preparation
   This session will provide judges tools to effectively navigate the trial management and  
   preparation issues that arise during landlord-tenant trials. Through simulations that  
   show common pre-trial and trial issues in a court setting, judges will develop and hone  
   their skills in supervising the conduct of bench and jury trials and regulating the conduct  
   of parties in the adversarial process.
   Hon. Maija Dixon, Hon. William Hohauser, Hon. Remy Smith, Hon. Jack Stoller
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DAY 2
10:30 am - 11:45 pm BREAKOUT	SESSIONS   

	 	 	 FAMILY	 	 	 	 	 Westchester Ballroom B
	 	 	 Juvenile	Justice	Matters	and	the	Impact	of 	Education	Advocacy	Continued
   Hon. Peter Passidomo, Melinda Gullo, Esq., Theresa Lorenzo, Esq., Dawn Yuster, Esq.  

	 	 	 MATRIMONIAL	 	 	 	 Westchester Ballroom A
   Evidence in Matrimonial Trials
   This session will provide an opportunity for judges to improve their evidentiary  
   decision-making skills. 
   Hon. LaTia Martin, Hon. Jeffrey Sunshine, Steven Gassman, Esq.

	 	 	 CIVIL		 	 	 	 	 Grand Ballroom
   Working Through Summary Jury Trials Continued
   Hon. Lisa A. Cairo, Hon. R. Bruce Cozzens, Hon. Lewis Lubell, Hon. Matthew Parker-Raso, 
   Hon. Dwyenie Paul, Hon. Alan Schiff

	 	 	 CRIMINAL	 	 	 	 	 Tarrytown Ballroom
	 	 	 Getting	to	Verdict:	Addressing	Common	Issues	in	Jury	Selection 
   and Deliberation Continued
   Hon. Thomas Farber (Ret.), Hon. Kathleen Hogan, Hon. Dineen Riviezzo

   LANDLORD & TENANT   Dutchess
   The ABCs of  Trial Management and Preparation Continued
   Hon. Maija Dixon, Hon. William Hohauser, Hon. Remy Smith, Hon. Jack Stoller

12:00 pm - 1:15 pm BREAKOUT	SESSIONS
 

	 	 	 FAMILY	 	 	 	 	 Westchester Ballroom B
	 	 	 Trauma	Informed	Solution	Focused	Judicial	Practice: 
    Court Oversight in Supervision and Removals
   Judges who hear abuse and neglect proceedings often need to engage parties in the  
   process, make thorough inquiry, and deliver decisions from the bench. Taking a Trauma  
   Informed and Solution Focused approach often allows for parties to participate more fully  
   in the process. Trauma Informed Care is an organizational model and a cultural shift  
   wherein professionals working with children, youth and families involved in child welfare  
   and family court systems understand the impact of trauma on child development, family  
   preservation and permanency to learn how to minimize the effects without causing  
   additional trauma through the process. After this session, judges will have a better grasp  
   of Trauma Informed Care and how this model can help them in their daily work.
   Hon. Caren Loguercio, Aimee L. Neri, LMSW,  Suzanne K. Shafer, MA
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DAY 2
	 	 	 CIVIL/MATRIMONIAL	 	 	 Grand Ballroom
   Negotiating Tactics in Mediation 
   The speakers will discuss tactics used in mediation negotiation and present tips for  
   mediating settlements between insurers and counsel.
   Hon. George Silver (Ret.)

	 	 	 CRIMINAL	 	 	 	 	 Tarrytown Ballroom
   Bail Update: What Changed in May?
   Judges will review the amendments to New York’s bail laws passed as part of the  
   2023-2024 budget.
   Hon. Dan Conviser                  

   LANDLORD & TENANT   Dutchess
   Guardians Ad Litem:  A Primer and Practical Tools 
   for Landlord-Tenant Judges 
   This session will promote awareness of the legal requirement of judges to appoint a  
   Guardian Ad Litem ("GAL") when presented with impaired litigants who are unable to  
   prosecute or defend their rights. The speakers will discuss the appointment process,  
   post-appointment CPLR requirements, and challenges presented when an impaired  
   litigant appears in court and a GAL is not appointed.     
   Hon. Maija Dixon, Hon. Krzysztof Lach, Denise Colón, Esq., MSW

1:15 pm - 2:15 pm Lunch      Garden Terrace

2:15 pm - 3:30 pm BREAKOUT	SESSIONS  

	 	 	 FAMILY/MATRIMONIAL		 	 Westchester Ballroom
	 	 	 In	Camera	Interviews	in	Custody/Visitation	Proceedings
   Utilizing an in-camera demonstration and debriefing, this session is aimed at  
   engaging judges in an assessment of the effectiveness of questions and techniques  
   designed to gather relevant information when interviewing children.
   Hon. Ellen Gesmer, Hon. Jeffrey S. Sunshine, Hon. Ellen Greenberg,
   Goetz L. Vilsaint Esq., Tammi D. Pere,  Zenith Taylor, Lee Rosenberg

	 	 	 CIVIL		 	 	 	 	 Grand Ballroom D
   Recent Developments in the Consumer Credit Fairness Act 
   The Consumer Credit Fairness Act ("Act"), enacted in November 2021, contains a series  
   of amendments to the CPLR that significantly impact debt collection lawsuits filed in  
   New York state courts by creditors and third-party debt collectors. This session will  
   examine recent legal devlopments concerning the Act.
   Hon. Dweynie Paul, Hon. JaHarr Pridgen
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DAY 2
	 	 	 SUPREME	CIVIL	 	 	 	 Grand Ballroom E
   Settlement in Medical Malpractice Cases
   This session will examine strategies and tips for negotiating resolutions and fostering  
   settlement in medical malpractice cases. 
   Hon. George J. Silver (Ret.), Hon. Genine D. Edwards, Hon. Alexandra Murphy,
   Charles L. Bach, Jr., Ben Rubinowitz, Esq.    

	 	 	 CRIMINAL/FAMILY	 	 	 	 Tarrytown Ballroom
   Digital Data
   This presentation will outline the issues and relevant case law concerning search  
   warrants for devices such as computers or cell phones and the electronic information  
   that may be stored within these devices.
   Hon. Dan Conviser

   LANDLORD & TENANT   Dutchess 
   Recent Developments in Landlord-Tenant Law
   This session will examine recent decisions and legislative changes impacting substantive and  
   procedural issues in landlord-tenant cases, including recent developments in ERAP and  
   changes to the General Business Law regarding process server records.
   Hon. Karen M. Bacdayan, Hon. Tracy Ferdinand, Rashondra Martin, Esq.

3:45 pm - 4:45 pm	 BREAKOUT	SESSIONS	

	 	 	 CIVIL		 	 	 	 	 Grand Ballroom
   Panel Discussion - A Review of  Recent Court of  Appeals 
   Civil Decisions
   Our distinguished panel will discuss several recent Court of Appeals decisions that provide  
   some guidance and yet leave open future questions, drawn from diverse types of civil matters.  
   The Honorable Rowan D. Wilson, Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals, will moderate this  
   panel of seasoned attorneys.
   Chief Judge Rowan D. Wilson (Moderator)
   Sandra Grannum, Esq., Brian Shoot, Esq. 

	 	 	 CRIMINAL	 	 	 	 	 Tarrytown Ballroom 
   Hot Topics in Search and Seizure: Race, Search Warrants 
   and a New Model for DeBour
   This session, will provide judges with a forum to discuss recent decisions by NY courts  
   (and beyond) that impact how 4th Amendment issues are being reviewed and analyzed.
   Hon. Barry Kamins (Ret.)

5:45 pm - 7:15 pm Dinner Reception with Chief  Judge Wilson  Grand Ballroom
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DAY 3
7:00 am - 8:00 am Yoga   Westchester Ballroom

8:00 am - 9:00 am  Breakfast       Garden Terrace

9:00 am - 11:00 am PLENARY     Grand Ballroom 
	 	 	 Mandatory	Implicit	Bias	Training
   This interactive training is designed to provide judges tailored strategies to promote  
   goals of fairness and respect and to prevent bias in decision-making and interactions.
   Prof. Rachel Godsil 

11:15 am - 12:45 pm	 BREAKOUT	SESSIONS	 	 	

	 	 	 FAMILY/MATRIMONIAL/CIVIL/CRIMINAL	 Grand Ballroom
	 	 	 Where	the	Law	Intersects:		Addressing	Issues	that	Touch 
   the Family, Matrimonial, Criminal and Civil Courts
   This interactive session will address procedural and substantive issues, including  
   orders of protection, that may originate in one court, but impact other courts.
   Hon. Shahabuddeen Ally, Hon. Alicea Elloras-Ally

	 	 	 SUPREME	CIVIL	 Tarrytown Ballroom
	 	 	 How	to	Settle	a	Personal	Injury	Case	When	the	Plaintiff 	is	a	Minor, 
	 	 	 is	Disabled,	is	Incapacitated,	or	is	Deceased
   This session will examine several topics, including infant compromise orders,  provisions  
   for when the plaintiff will or will not have capacity at majority, the use and powers of  
   Guardians Ad Litem, and the advantages and disadvantages of having the guardian  
   appointed in Supreme Court (MHL Article 81) as compared to Surrogate’s Court  
   (SCPA 17 or 17-A).
   Hon. Debra Silber (Moderator)
   Hon. Lisa Ottley, Ellyn Kravitz, Esq., John M. Tomsky, Esq.

12:45 pm - 2:00 pm Lunch        Garden Terrace

2:00 pm - 3:30 pm PLENARY     Grand Ballroom 
	 	 	 Improving	Judicial	Responses	to	People	with	Mental	Illness	
   This session will provide judges tools for recognizing the signs of possible mental illness  
   among individuals in the courtroom and responding sensitively and productively. Judges  
   will learn how to create safe spaces for people with mental illness and consider the ways a  
   person’s history and current living situation may impact their ability to comply with court  
   orders.
   Hon. Toko Serita (moderator)
   Dr. Karinn Glover, Hon. Marcia Hirsch, Hon. Juan Merchan
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DAY 3
3:45 pm - 5:00 pm PLENARY     Grand Ballroom
   Self-Care on the Bench
   Studies show that over sixty percent of judges have at least one symptom of secondary or  
   vicarious trauma. This training on components of self-care will allow judges to manage the  
   emotions and psychological impact of working with individuals who have experienced  
   trauma. This training will also teach judges vicarious resiliency skills and preventive and  
   responsive self-care strategies.
   Suzanne K. Shafer, MA (moderator)
   Hon. Edwina G. Richardson-Mendelson, Hon. Tamra Walker, Hon. Tanya Kennedy,
   Daniel T. Lukasik, Esq., Aimee L. Neri, LMSW


